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New Steep Rock Mine Specimens from the 

Pete Richards Collection 
I’ve posted new specimens in the Pete Richards Collection section (click here) – these are 

manganite, ramsdellite, goethite and a red quartz from the Steep Rock Mine pits of 

Atikokan, Ontario. There are some great manganite crystals here, as you can hopefully 

see in some of the close-up photos. 

 

Located in northwestern Ontario, the large mines at Atikokan were once huge iron 

producers. Financed and developed during the Second World War effort, these mines 

were brought into production to shore up US iron supplies. These were massive mines – 
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the amount of earth and rock moved was twice that moved to build the Panama Canal, in 

half the time (!). The mines closed in 1979-80. Although they produced fine specimens, 

they are not broadly known among collectors around the world, as they would be if they 

were producing today. They are best known for excellent specimens of crystallized 

manganite, and they also produced fine pyrolusite, ramsdellite, goethite, quartz and calcite. 

 

Hope you enjoy the update! 

 

Canadian Dollar  

The currency disparity is significant in favour of the U.S. dollar these days. My usual 

reminder - prices on the website are in Canadian dollars (if you are thinking in - or used to 

browsing online minerals in - US dollar terms). 

 

If you are receiving this email in any format in which the above link does not work, the 

addresses are: 

 

https://www.mcdougallminerals.com/product-category/browse-catalogue/browse-by-

update/pete-richards-collection/ 

 

 

The link for all new specimens on the website: 

 

https://www.mcdougallminerals.com/product-category/browse-catalogue/new-specimens/ 

 

(If at any time you no longer wish to receive email from us, please just click below 

to unsubscribe.) 

 

R. 
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